
Come join the Lyric Opera Guild this spring for six of our award-wining At Ease With Opera 
programs, preceding the two productions of the Lyric Opera this spring, Puccini’s classic La bohème 
and the uproarious comedy by Johann Strauss Jr., Die Fledermaus (The Bat).  As always, our programs 
are free, casual dress and informative. Sometimes our programs are SRO, so you might want to arrive 
a tad early to get a good seat.

All At Ease With Opera programs will be held at the Kauffman Foundation at 4801 Rockhill Road, 
Kansas City, Missouri. We encourage you to come and bring your friends -- introduce them to the 
opera! 

Here are our three programs preceding La bohème:
♫ Monday, February 24 at 7:00 p.m. Dr. Charles Gibbs, a local physician, will present a study of 

death and dying in opera entitled “The Opera Ain’t Over Till the Fat Lady Dies.”  He will investigate 
not only the death (by tuberculosis) of Mimi in La bohème, but also the death throes of other famous 
operatic characters.

♫ Tuesday, March 4 at 7:00 p.m. Dr. Ernest Neighbor, a longtime opera 
aficionado, will present “57 Years of Loving Mimi,” a personal and entertaining 
romp through the many great singers who have portrayed the role of La 
bohème’s title character, Mimi. Complete with video and audio excerpts.
♫ Tuesday, March 11 at 7:00 p.m. “Love is a Stove That Burns too Hot,” by 

Debra Karr. Recognize that line?  It is from Act I of La bohème. Our speaker, 
an instructor at the University of Kansas, will give an in-depth preview of La 
bohème with audio and video excerpts. Whether this is the first or fifty-first 
time you have seen La bohème, you’ll discover new ways to appreciate this 
timeless masterpiece.
 To prepare you for the Lyric Opera’s production of Die Fledermaus (The 
Bat), the Guild has scheduled these three programs:
♫ Tuesday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m. “Confessions of an Opera Singer” by Joyce 

Castle. Our speaker is one of the most celebrated mezzo sopranos on the 
world’s opera stages over the past four decades. She is now is an instructor at 
the University of Kansas School of Music, in addition 

to maintaining an impressive performing career. She’ll give us her insights 
into the practical reality of being an international opera star. You will also 
enjoy her performances as Prince Orlofsky (a trouser role) in the Lyric Opera’s 
Die Fledermaus.

♫ Monday, April 14 at 7:00 p.m.   Dr. Bill Everett of the UMKC Conservatory 
of Music and Dance will discuss “Beyond the Laughter: Economic Crisis, 
Ethnic Tensions and Viennese Politics in Die Fledermaus.”  Many of us think 
of Strauss’ operetta as a raucous good-time romp, but did you know that the 
story has its dark side, drawing from the undercurrents of European politics 
of the time? This is your chance to find out all about the shadowy background 
of Die Fledermaus.

♫ Monday, April 21 at 7:00 p.m.  Lyric Opera Guild speaker Richard 
Byrum will present “Die Fledermaus; or, No Bats are in the Belfry Tonight - 
They are All at a Party.” This presentation is an in-depth preview of Die Fledermaus, including the  
background of the composer and story of the opera, with audio and video excerpts.

We look forward to having you join us!

You are invited to...

At Ease With Opera

Joyce Castle


