
Berlin Leipzig 
and Dresden

May 9-20, 2017
The Lyric Opera Guild trips to Europe 

with our wonderful tour guides Rob and 
Barbara Seaver (Request Italy) have been 
so popular that they routinely sell out within 
days. Many of you have heard rumors about 
our 2017 Europe trip, but this is the official 
announcement. Please be aware that although 
our deadline for your reservation and deposit is 
not until August 15, the trip will probably sell 
out well before that.

This year’s trip follows in the footsteps of 
Bach, Mendelssohn and Wagner as we journey 
to Berlin, Leipzig and Dresden. All three cities 
have terrific late spring music festivals and 
the sightseeing and museums are something 
to behold. Whether you have been to these 
cities or not, this trip will have something for 
everyone.  Here is our plan:

Tuesday, May 9, 2017.  We depart Kansas 
City and fly to Berlin.

Wednesday, May 10.  We will arrive in 
Berlin and enjoy a welcome reception at the 

Museum Island in Berlin.

5-star Kempinski Bristol Hotel located in 
Kürfurstendamm Strasse in the heart of the city 
near Berlin’s famous Tiergarten and close to 
many important sights and attractions.  In the 

afternoon we will have an optional orientation 
tour of central Berlin. In the evening we will 
have a tasty welcome dinner at one of Berlin’s 
fine restaurants, and the rest of the evening is 
for you to rest and recover from the flight.

Thursday, May 11.  We will 
visit Museum Island to enjoy the 
Pergamon Museum and Altes 
Museum. The Pergamon Museum 
features, among other things, the 
Ishtar Gate, the Processional Way, 
the Market Gate of Miletus and 
the Museum of Islamic Art.  The 
Altes Museum was the first public 
museum in Prussia and houses the 
city’s main collection of ancient art 
and sculptures and a gold treasury.  
After a group lunch, you will have 
a free afternoon to wander, sightsee 
and shop in Berlin, and then in Sanssouci Palace in Potsdam, built by Frederick the Great.



the evening we will attend Wagner’s 
Die Fliegende Hőllander (The Flying 
Dutchman) at the Deutsche Oper.

Friday, May 12.  We will make 
a day trip to nearby Potsdam to visit 
Sanssouci, Frederick the Great’s 
summer palace.  He built it between 
1745 and 1747 overlooking the famous 
terraced vineyards.  After visiting the 
palace we will have a group lunch 
nearby and then tour the park and its 
famous follies and the New Palace at 
the far end of the park.  Back in Berlin, 
dinner will be on your own and you will 
have a free night.  For those interested, 
Tchaikovsky’s classic ballet Swan Lake 
will be performed at the Deutsche Oper and we 
can arrange tickets if you wish.

Saturday, May 13.  This is our day to 
journey to Leipzig, where Johann Sebastian 
Bach spent the most productive years of his 
amazing career.  Upon our arrival we will 
have an orientation tour of Leipzig and enjoy a 
group lunch.  We will visit the Bach Museum, 
and after a recital of music by Bach, you will 
have dinner on your own.  We will be staying 
at the Steigenberger Hotel, one of Leipzig’s 
most charming hotels, in the heart of town near 
Old Town Hall and the historic Naschmarkt.

Sunday, May 14.  This morning we will 

tour the Mendelssohn Museum and attend a 
late morning recital at the museum.  We will 
then have a group lunch followed by a tour 
of the famed Musical Instruments Museum.  
Tonight we will enjoy a performance of 
Richard Strauss’ charming opera Arabella 
(if you like Der Rosenkavalier, you will like 
Arabella) at the Opernhaus.

Monday, May 15.  Today we leave Leipzig 
and journey to Dresden, called “Florence on 
the Elbe,” where Richard Wagner and many 
other famous German musicians won fame. 
In the morning we will have an orientation 
tour of Dresden and the Semperoper, one of 
Europe’s most famous opera venues.  After 

a group lunch we will visit 
the great Gemaldegalerie, 
the fine arts museum in 
Dresden.  In the evening, 
we will attend Mozart’s Die 
Entführung aus dem Serail 
(The Abduction From the 
Seraglio) at the Semperoper.  
Our hotel in Dresden is the 
Hotel Taschenbergpalais 
Kempinski Dresden, 
originally the 18th century 
palace of the Saxon king 
August the Strong.  It is 
situated in Dresden’s historic 

St. Thomas Church in Leipzig, where Bach 
spent most of his career.

Opernhaus Leipzig.



city center Innere Altstadt, only a few 
steps away from the most renowned 
sights such as the Semperoper, Royal 
Palace, Zwinger and the Church of Our 
Lady (Frauenkirche).

Tuesday, May 16.  In the morning 
we will visit Das Grünes Gewölbe, or as 
it is called in English, the Green Vault, 
the famous treasury of the Electors 
of Saxony which has been carefully 
restored to its Baroque glory.  It features 
around 3,000 masterpieces of the 
jeweler’s and the goldsmith’s art, as 
well as precious objects made of amber 
and ivory, gemstone vessels and elegant 
bronze statuettes presented without 
showcases in front of ornate mirrored display 
walls. Lunch is on your own, then we will go 
to the Royal Porcelain Museum in the Zwinger 
Palace with its famed collection. This evening 
you have the option of either enjoying a group 
dinner or attending the rarely performed comic 
opera Der Wildschütz (The Poacher) by the 
Romantic German master Albert Lortzing.

Wednesday, May 17.  This morning we 
return to Berlin and the Hotel Kempinski, 
and visit the famous Charlottenburg Palace. 
Lunch is on your own, then we return to 
Museum Island to tour the Neues Museum in 
the afternoon. There will be a group dinner 
in the evening and an optional performance 
of Giordano’s opera Andrea Chenier at the 
Deutsche Oper Berlin.

Thursday, May 18.  On this day we will 
visit the Jewish Museum in Berlin, then 
have free time for lunch on your own and an 
afternoon for you to visit any favorite sites 
you may have missed earlier on the visit. This 
evening there is an option of either a group 
dinner or you can take in a performance of 
the Berlin Philharmonic, one of the world’s 
greatest orchestras, performing with pianist 
Leif Ove Andsnes in Rachmaninoff’s Piano 
Concerto No. 4. The concert also features 
Richard Strauss’ Macbeth and the Symphony 

Interior of the Semperoper, Dresden.

No. 5 of Shostakovich. Also, if you prefer, 
there is a performance of Il Barbieri di Siviglia 
(The Barber of Seville) at the Schiller Theatre.

Friday, May 19.  Berlin has 150 museums 
and we will have missed a few of them, so 
on this last day you can tour one or more 
on your own, or we may establish a group 
excursion depending upon interest.  Among the 
possibilities are museums devoted to modern 
art, contemporary art and Asian art. We will 
have a farewell lunch at one of Berlin’s finest 
restaurants  What promises to be a spectacular 
recital will be performed at the Deutsche Oper 
by the celebrated soprano Diana Damrau, 
whom you have seen on Lyric Opera Guild 
trips to New York or on Metropolitan Opera 
HD broadcasts. As an alternative, we can get 
you tickets to Monteverdi’s early operatic 
masterpiece The Coronation of Poppea, being 
performed at the Komische Oper, one of 
Berlin’s most famous theaters.

Saturday, May 20.  We depart Berlin for 
the return trip to Kansas City.

As always, on Lyric Opera Guild trips you 
can opt out of any performance or any of the 
scheduled tours.  If you advise us you wish to 
opt out of a performance before we purchase 
the tickets, we will discount your trip cost by 
the price of the ticket.



Tour Cost:
Land Arrangements  ..............................$5,975
Airfare from and to Kansas City  .......$1,500
Total  ..........................................................$7,475
Added single supplement (if you want a 
single room at the hotels).......................$750
Note: Our deposit amount for this trip is higher 
than usual because we have to purchase tickets 
early to be assured of seats.

If you have any questions 
please call our tour guide, 

Rob Seaver, at (785) 505-7001 (he 
is seven hours ahead of us in 

Europe, so please be considerate), 
or e-mail him at 

seaver1952@gmail.com. Thanks!

Cancellation Policy
Your deposit and reservation constitute a contract 

for you to go on this trip.  Upon receiving your deposit 
we will expend substantial sums to pay for your costs 
of this trip.  If you must cancel, you will still owe the 
balance of the trip charge, but we will return whatever 
portion of your trip costs we are able to recover. We 
strongly recommend trip cancellation insurance to 
protect your investment in this trip.  Please call your 
travel agent or check with trip insurance providers 
online.  

RESERVATIONS – Berlin Leipzig Dresden May 2017 (please print legibly)

Full Names (as on driver’s license): ____________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
Phone: (____) ________________ E-mail address: _______________________________________
[check one] □ Single Room   □ Double Room, sharing with __________________________________
Any special dietary restrictions? _______________________________________________________

Please mark your choices for each of the following options:
May 12:  Would you like the optional Swan Lake performance at a cost of $95 per ticket?  

□ Yes  □ No (check one).
May 16: Please choose between □ the group dinner or □ the optional performance of Der Wild-

schütz (check one of the boxes). There is no cost differential.
May 17:  Would you like the optional performance of Andrea Chenier at a cost of $115 per ticket?    

□ Yes  □ No (check one).
May 18:  Please choose between □ the group dinner or □ the optional performance of the Berlin 

Philharmonic or □ the optional performance of The Barber of Seville at the Schiller Theatre (check one 
of the three boxes). There is no cost differential.

May 19:  Please choose between □ the Diana Damrau recital at the Schiller Theatre or □ the per-
formance of The Coronation of Poppea at the Komische Oper (check one of the boxes). There is no 
cost differential.
 To reserve your spot on this trip, please send this form and a deposit of $1,500 per person by 
August 15, 2016. Your sending of a check constitutes a contract for you to join this trip. The remain-
der of your payment will be due on December 1, 2016. Please make your check payable to Lyric 
Opera Guild Trips and mail it to Don Dagenais, 5401 Brookside Blvd. # 503, Kansas City, MO 64112. 
If you wish to make your own air arrangements, let us know and we will deduct the air fare from your 
final payment (see trip cost summary above).

Soprano 
Diana 

Damrau, 
appearing 
in recital in 

Berlin.


