
Act I 
Young prince Tamino, pursued by a terrifying monster, succumbs to exhaustion 
from trying to defeat it. Three Ladies, attendants to the powerful Queen of the 
Night, enter and slay the beast. They see the young prince, and all fawn over 
his handsome appearance, each volunteering to stand watch over him. As they 
spitefully decide to all leave together, a bird catcher by the name of Papageno 
arrives and happily tells Tamino that it was he who destroyed the monster. The 
Three Ladies reappear, place a padlock on Papageno’s mouth for lying, and then 
present Tamino with a picture of the Queen of the Night’s daughter, Pamina. They 
tell him that she was taken from the Queen by the tyrant Sarastro. Gazing upon 
the picture, Tamino instantly falls in love and agrees to rescue Pamina. The Three 
Ladies present Tamino with a magic flute and Papageno with a set of enchanted 
bells. With these items to protect them and The Three Boys to guide them, the 
pair embark on their journey. 

Monostatos, a servant of Sarastro, guards and lusts after Pamina. As he attempts 
to seduce her, Pamina faints just as Papageno wanders in. Monostatos runs off 
frightened, leaving Papageno to tell Pamina that her rescuer is close by. 

The Three Boys depart from Tamino in Sarastro’s realm, urging him to be 
steadfast, patient, and silent. After being denied entrance from two temple 
doors, he is greeted at the third by a priest. The priest tells him that he has been 
misguided by The Queen of the Night, and that the good Sarastro was merely 
trying to keep Pamina away from the Queen’s evil ways. Tamino rushes off to 
find Pamina, and a moment later she and Papageno enter, closely pursued by 
Monostatos and his henchmen. Papageno plays his magical bells to render them 
harmless. As Sarastro enters, Pamina tells him that she was not running away 
from him, but from the evil Monostatos. Sarastro tells her she is free to go, but 
that she cannot return to her mother. Monostatos has captured Tamino, and 
brings him to Sarastro thinking he will be rewarded. Sarastro punishes him 
instead, and then guides Tamino and Papageno into the temple for enlightenment.
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Act II 
In the Temple of Light, Sarastro tells the priests that Tamino awaits their consent 
to undergo the trials. Pamina is his intended bride, and their union will be a 
defense against the evil Queen of the Night. Papageno is initially unwilling to 
participate, but reluctantly agrees when he is told that he will never find a wife if 
he does not complete the trials with Tamino. Their first trial is to remain silent in 
the presence of women.

When Monostatos attempts to kiss a sleeping Pamina, he is interrupted by The 
Queen of the Night. She casts him off, and presents Pamina with a dagger with 
which to murder Sarastro. Monostatos has overheard the Queen’s demand, and 
offers Pamina death or submission. Sarastro intervenes, and consoles the weeping 
Pamina. 

While Papageno and Tamino are undergoing their first trial of silence, Papageno 
grumbles about his desire for a drink. His prayers are answered when an old 
woman enters offering water. When he asks the old lady’s name, she vanishes. 
The Three Boys appear to guide Tamino through the rest of his journey and to 
tell Papageno to keep silent. Pamina appears to them in a happy mood, but is 
saddened when Tamino turns away from her and will not speak. 

The priests inform Tamino that he has only two more trials to endure, but tell 
Papageno that he will never succeed because he would rather eat and drink. 
Ringing his bells, Papageno laments his longing for a little wife. The old lady 
reappears, and when Papageno reluctantly promises to be true to her, she is 
revealed as the lovely Papagena and is quickly whisked away. 

The Three Boys reunite Pamina and Tamino, and together the pair is ready to face 
the trials of water and fire with the help of the magic flute. 

Papageno is ready to end his life when he cannot summon his Papagena. The 
Three Boys intervene just in time to remind him of his magic bells, and that their 
chime will bring his love to him. Papagena returns, and together they sing of their 
future life and of the many children they will have. 

The Queen of the Night, her Three Ladies, and Monostatos all attempt to attack 
Sarastro’s temple but are defeated and banished. Sarastro, Tamino, and Pamina 
join together as the people hail the triumph of courage, virtue, and wisdom. 


